
Over the last decade there has much interest in when the ability
to speculate about counterfactual worlds develops. In this paper I
argue that recent evidence indicates that a range of different
abilities, developing over a relatively long period between at least
2 and 7 years, allow children to think counterfactually. I will
review empirical evidence from my own and others' studies that
suggest that at least three distinct abilities must develop:
ignoring the actual world to consider an alternative (Beck, Riggs,
& Gorniak, under submission), holding multiple possible worlds
in mind (Beck, Robinson, Carroll, & Apperly, 2006), and making
comparisons between these possibilities (see e.g. Guttentag &
Ferrell, 2004). Understanding what develops when will inform us
not only about changes in children's thinking, but also provide
insight into the processes involved in adults' counterfactual
thinking.
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